The  Coining  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

Introduction 

•  The  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the 
identity  marker  of  Christians  (Rom  8:9). 

The  Presence  of  God 

•  The  Bible  tells  the  grand  story  of  how  the 
presence  of  God  was  removed  from  man 
after  his  fall  (Gen  2-3),  and  subsequently 
renewed  when  God  returns  to  His  creation 
(Rev  21:1-22:5). 

•  The  Christian  gospel  is  not  only  about  the 
"existence  of  God"  but  more  important,  the 
"presence  of  God." 

The   Old  Testament  Hope   of  God's  Renewed 
Presence 

•  Exodus  is  a  story  about  the  transformation 
of  Israel  from  a  race  of  slaves  into  a  people 
of  God's  presence.  The  crux  of  the  story 
occurs  in  40:34-38,  in  which  the  glory  of 
God  descended  into  the  tabernacle,  which 
from  then  on  symbolizes  the  presence  of 
God  in  the  people  of  Israel. 

•  To  the  Israelites,  it  is  the  presence  of  God 
that  marks  them  off  as  a  people 
distinguished  from  the  nations  (33:15-16). 
The  presence  of  God  is  their  identity  marker. 

•  At  the  time  of  Solomon,  the  role  of  the 
tabernacle  was  replaced  by  the  temple  (1 
Kings  8:10-11;  notice  the  striking  similarity 
of  phraseology  between  this  passage  and 
that  of  Exodus  40:34-38). 

•  Consequently,  Israel  knows  that  no  matter 
what  dangers  and  crises  await  her,  she  can 
always  come  to  the  temple,  and  face  them  in 
the  presence  of  God  (1  Kings  8:33-39). 

•  That  is  why,  to  the  Israelites,  the  destruction 
of  the  temple  is  at  the  same  time  the  end  of 
their  hope. 

•  Yet  the  prophets  tells  of  a  day  when  God 
will  come  back  to  dwell  among  His  people 
(Ezekiel  37:26-27;  Malachi  3:1),  and  rebuild 
His  temple,  so  that  the  nations  will  be  drawn 
to  worship  God  there  (Isaiah  2:2-3;  Micah 
4:1-2;  Zechanah  14:16-19). 

•  But  the  second  temple  did  not  fulfil  this 
hope  (Ezra  3:12;  Haggai  2:3). 

•  As  sinners,  we  all  share  the  same  alienation 
from  God  as  experienced  by  Israel,  and  also 
the  same  hope  of  God's  renewed  presence. 


The  Presence  of  God  Through  the  Holy  Spirit 

•  Paul  inherited  the  Old  Testament  notion  of 
God  being  present  among  His  people 
through  the  Holy  Spirit  (Isaiah  63:9-14;  1 
Cor  14:22-25). 

•  In  Paul's  letters,  the  presence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  fulfils  the  hope  of  the  prophets. 
Individuals  believers  and  the  Church  now 
becomes  the  new  temple  of  God: 

1.  1  Cor  3:16-17 

2.  1  Cor  6:19-20 

3.  2Cor6:16 

4.  Eph2:22 

Confession:  The  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit  marks 
the  renewed  presence  of  God  among  His 
people.  We  pledge  to  live  up  to  this 
vocation  to  be  the  dwelling  place  of  the 
Holy  God. 


